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Chronology of Sinai 
All of the biblical holidays find their origin in the events of the Exodus, which were later 
commemorated as rituals at the Tabernacle. On the first of Nisan, two weeks before the 
Exodus, the LORD showed Moses the new moon and commenced the divine lunar 
calendar. This is called Rosh Chodashim. Two weeks later, God was ready to deliver the 
Israelites from their bondage in Egypt. Earlier that evening the Israelites kept the 
Passover Seder and sprinkled the blood of the lamb on their doorposts. At the stroke of 
midnight of Nisan 15 the LORD sent the last of the ten plagues on the Egyptians, killing 
all their firstborn. On the 6th of Sivan, exactly seven weeks after the Exodus (49 days), 
Moses first ascended Sinai to receive the Torah (Shavuot). Just forty days later, on the 
17th of Tammuz, the tablets were broken. Moses then interceded for Israel for another 
forty days until he was called back up to Sinai on Elul 1 and received the revelation of 
Name YHVH (Exod. 34:4-8). After this, he was given the Second Tablets and returned to 
the camp on Tishri 10, which later was called Yom Kippur. Moses' face was shining with 
radiance in wonder of the coming New Covenant which was prefigured in the rituals of 
the Day of Atonement (Exod. 34:10). 
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Shavuot 17 Tammuz Yom Kippur 
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