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Exodus 20:7  
Shemot perek Kaf, pasuk Zayin (a) 

ha'diber ha'shlishi: Yirah (hary) 

`aw>V"+l; ^yh,l{a/ hw"hy>-~ve-ta, aF'ti al{ 

The Third Commandment... 

aw>V'l; ^yhñ,l{a/ hw"hy>-~ve-ta, aF'ti al{ 
la-shav' e-lo-hey'-kha et' – shem' – Adonai tee-sah' loh' 

l. -pfx "to/for" 

h; - pfx "the" 

aw>v' - n ms abs 
"vanity, falsehood" 
fr>ha'vo v ravage, 
rushing destruction 

~yhil{a/ - n ms  

intensive pl lae 
fr> H;la 

"God, Power, 
Ruler, Creator" 
^- sfx 2ms 

tae - partic d/o marker 

~ve- n ms cstr "name" [of] 

hwhy - n abs "YHVH," 
the LORD, Eternal One 

 fr> hy"h’ -"to be" hy<h.a , 
hwO,h awOby"w> hy"h' 

af'n"- v 
"lift up,  
bear, 

carry, take" 
qal impf 2ms 

¤¤¤Ti  I-n 

al{ - adv 
"no, not" 
negation 
al{ before  
impf v for  
prohibition 

for vanity your God the Name of the LORD you shall not take 

`aw>V'l; ^yh,l{a/ hw"hy>-~ve-ta, aF'ti al{ 

 

"You shall not take the Name of the LORD 

your God in vain." (Exod. 20:7a) 

ouv lh,myh| to. o;noma kuri,ou tou/ qeou/ sou evpi. matai,w| (LXX) 

Sefer Shemot: 
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For more about the Ten Commandments, see the Hebrew for Christians website. 
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Exodus 20:7  
Reading Practice: 

aw>V'l; ^yh,l{a/ hw"hy>-~ve-ta, aF'ti al{ 
You shall not take 1 the name of the LORD your God in vain, 2 

hw"hy> hQ,n:y> al{ yKi 
for the LORD will not excuse 

`aw>V'l; Amv.-ta, aF'yI-rv,a] tae 
the one who will take his name in vain.” 

 
 

 

                                                 
1  The Hebrew word af'n" means "lifting up" God's name for selfish purposes.  

2  The Hebrew word aw>v' is connected with the idea of falsehood, emptiness and its root is connected with 
destruction and devastation (the word “Shoah” in Hebrew also comes from this root).  
 
 


