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Qal Imperfect Singular 
dyxiy" – (l[op.a,) dyti[' !m;z> 

¤¤o¤.a, ynIa] - 1cs 

¤¤o¤.Ti hT'a; - 2ms 

y¤i¤.¤.Ti T.a; - 2fs 

¤¤o¤.yI aWh - 3ms 

¤¤o¤.Ti ayhi - 3fs 
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Qal Imperfect Plural 
~yBir" – dyti[' !m;z> 

¤¤o¤.nI Wnx.n:a] - 1cpl 

W¤¤.¤.Ti ~T,a; - 2mpl 

hn¤.¤o¤.Ti !T,a; - 2fpl 

W¤¤.¤.yI ~he - 3mpl 

hn¤.¤o¤.Ti !he - 3fpl 
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Qal Imperfect Verb Table 
 

 
Qal Imperfect Verbs (strong) 
simple incomplete action (fut., pres.), active voice... 

Form Model Word:  rm;v' 

¤¤o¤.a,       - 1cs (ynIa]) rmova, - I will keep 
¤¤o¤.Ti       - 2ms (aT'a;) rmov.Ti - you will keep 

y¤i¤.¤.Ti     - 2fs (t.a;) yrIm.ov..Ti - you will keep 

¤¤o¤.yI        - 3ms (aWh) rmov.yI - he will keep 

¤¤o¤.Ti       - 3fs (ayhi) rmov.Ti - she will keep 
  

¤¤o¤.nI         - 1cpl (Wnx.n:a]) rmov.nI - we will keep 

W¤¤.¤.Ti.      - 2mpl (~T,a;) Wrm.ov.Ti - you will keep 

hn"¤.¤o¤.Ti.  - 2fpl (!T,a;) hn"m.ov.T.  - you will keep 

W¤¤.¤.yI       - 3mpl (~he) Wrmov.yI - they will keep 

hn"¤.¤o¤.Ti  - 3fpl (!he) hn"m.ov.T. - they will keep 

 
 
 

Qal Imperfect Prefixes and Suffixes 

- a I 
 

- n we 

- T you, he, she - T you (pl) 

- y he, they 
 hn- you, they (fpl) 

y - you (fs) 
 W- they (mpl) 
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Diagnostic Table 
 

Qal Imperfect Diagnostic 
sfx form pfx F sfx form pfx M 

- xx Oxa, -a, 1s (ynIa]) - xx oxa,  -a, 1s (ynIa]) 

y- yx Ix oxTi -Ti 2s (T.a;) - xx oxTi -Ti 2s (hT'a;) 

- xx oxTi -Ti 3s (ayhi) - xx oxyI -yI 3s (aWh) 
        

- xx oxnI -nI 1pl (Wnx.n:a]) - xx oxnI -nI 1pl (Wnx.n:a]) 

hn- hn"xx oxTi -Ti 2pl (!T,a;) W- Wxx oxTi -Ti 2pl (~T,a;) 

hn- hn"xx oxTi -Ti 3pl (!h) W- Wxx oxyI -yI 3pl (~he) 

rmv - xxx "guard, keep" 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

rmova, - I will keep 
yrIm.ov..Ti / rmov.Ti - you will keep 
rmov.Ti / rmov.yI - he/she will keep 
 

rmov.nI - we will keep 
hn"m.ov.Ti / Wrm.ov.Ti - you will keep 
Wrmov.yI - they will keep 
 

-a    I  (pfx) 

-T  you (pfx) 
-y   he (pfx) 
-n    we (pfx)  

hn-  you (f sfx) 

hn-  they (f sfx) 

 yW-   you (m sfx) 

 yW-   they (m sfx)  

  

 

 

incomplete action 
(usually future or 
present); Qal (lq) 
“easy, light”; prfxes; 
standard verb sfxes 

Qal Imperfect Verb Pfx, Sfx 

f m  

         -a         -a 1 

yX I-     -Ti         -Ti 2 

         -Ti          -y 3 

   

           -nI          -nI 1 

hn"-    -Ti W-     -Ti 2 

hn"-    -Ti W-      -yI 3 
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Definition and Examples 
 
The Qal imperfect verb is generally used to indicate an incomplete action that either occurs 
in the present or in the future.  Note that there are two basic patterns: 1) ephol (l[op.a,) which 
uses a cholem as the theme vowel (i.e., btok.a,), and 2) ephal (l[;p.a,) which uses a patach 
instead (i.e., dm;l.a,).  
 
 
Qal Imperfect Verb Examples: 
 

1. dmo[]y: ymi yn"doa] Hy"+-rm'v.Ti tAnwO[]-~ai 
 "If iniquities you will watch, O Lord, who will stand?" (Psalm 130:3) 
 

2. ~h,_B' tk,l,l' Wrm.v.Ti yt;Qoxu-ta,w> Wf[]T; yj;P'v.mi-ta, 
 "Ye shall do my judgments and ye shall keep my decrees  
 and walk in them." (Lev. 18:4)  

 

3. #r<a"+-ysep.a;-lK' hw"hy>-la, Wbvuy"w> WrK.z>yI 
 "All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD." (Psalm 22:27)  
 
 

  

 


