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Simple Present Tense 

1.  Active Participles:  XX AX 

 fem masc 

singular t+XXAX XXAX 

plural tA+XXAX ~y+XXAX 

Description 
Present tense participles are indicated by the opening cholem vowel sound. As a verb 
they express action in the present, though they can also function as adjectives. They are 
inflected according to gender and number.   

Examples: 

• rB'd>MiB; arEAq lAq - A voice calls out in the wilderness (Isa. 40:3) 

• laer"f.yI rmeAv - the Guardian of Israel (Psalm 121:4) 

• AB ~ysixol; aWh !gEm' - “He is a shield for those trusting in him” (Prov. 30:5) 

• hq"qevo vp,n< [:yBif.hi-yKi  - “For he satisfies the hungry soul” (Psalm 107:9)  

• !Be td<l,yOw> hr"h' hm'l.[;h' hNEhi  - “Behold, the maiden conceives and bears a son” (Isa. 7:14)  

2.  Passive Participles:  XWXX  

 fem masc 

singular h+XWXX  XWXX 

plural tA+XWXX  ~y+XWXX  

Description 
Passive participles are indicated by the shireq vowel followng the second letter of the 
root. As a verb they express passive voice in the present, though they can also function as 
adjectives. They are inflected according to gender and number.   

Examples: 

• hZ<h; rp,SeB; ~ybiWtK.h; taZOh; hr"ATh; yrEb.DI-lK' - “ All the words of this law  
are written in this book” (Deut. 28:58) 

• hw"hy> ~veB. aB'h; %WrB' - “ Blessed is the one coming in the name of the LORD” (Psalm 118:26) 

• dL'Wy lm'['l. ~d"a'-yKi - “For man is born to trouble” (Job 5:7) 
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Simple Past Tense 

1.  Perfect Verbs: XXX  + sfx 

fem masc  

" yTi+XXX yna 

T.+XXX  T'+XXX  ta / hta 
h+XX .X XXX  ayhi / aWh 

   

" Wn+XXX Wnxna 

!T,+XXX ~T,+XXX !ta / ~ta 

" W+XXX !h / ~h 

Description 
The simple past tense is called “qal”(light) because it is the easiest to learn. The Qal is 
also called the “perfect” conjugation because it often expresses completed action. 
Infections of the Qal are formed by adding suffixes to the verbal root which indicate 
pronomial function.  
 
 

2.  Weak and Strong Verbs  

A verb root that contains the letters y, w, n, h (or the guttural letters [, x, a) are called “weak 

verbs.” A strong verb does not contain any “weak letters” in its three-consonant root. 

Strong Verb Examples:  

• hw"hy> yker>D: yTir>m;v'-yKi - “For I have kept the ways of the LORD” (Psalm 18:21) 

• hL,aeh' ~yrIb'D>h;-lK'-ta, T'b.t;K' %yae - “How did you write all these words?” (Jer. 36:17) 

Weak Verb Examples:  

• !n"['B, yTit;n" yTiv.q;-ta, - “ I give my rainbow in the cloud” (Gen. 9:13) 
 

yTit;n" - “I give.” Adding yT to the root ntn causes the weak letter n to drop off  

before the suffix: yTi+nt;n" 
 

• qd<c<w" jP'v.mi ytiyfi['' - “I have done justice and righteousness” (Psalm 119:121)  
 

ytiyfi[' - “I do, make.” Adding yT to the root hf[ causes the weak letter h to change to y before 

the suffix: yTi+hf[' 
 



Hebrew for Christians  
 

 
Biblical Hebrew Verbs www.hebrew4christians.com 

 

Simple Future Tense 

1.  Imperfect Verbs: XXX  + pfx 

 
fem masc  

" XXX+a, yna 

y+XXX+Ti XXX+Ti ta / hta 
XXX+Ti XXX+ y ayhi / aWh 

   

" XXX+ nI Wnxna 

hn"+XXX+Ti W+XXX+Ti !ta / ~ta 
hn"+XXX+Ti W+XXX+ yI !h / ~h 

Description 
The future or “imperfect” conjugation is used to express incomplete action, usually in the 
present or in the future. Infections are made by adding both prefixes and suffixes to the 
verb to indicate gender, person and number. Note that the first person forms for both 
genders (1cs) and plural (1cp) are the same. Note also that the second person forms both 
use (ּת), and the third person uses (י), except in the case of the feminine form which is the 
same as the second person feminine form 
. 

Strong Verb Examples:  

• rmov.a, ^yQ,xu-ta, - “I will keep your statutes.” (Psalm 119:8) 

• hw"hy>-la, Wbvuy"w> WrK.z>yI - “They will remember and return to the LORD” (Psalm 22:27) 

 

Weak Verb Examples:  

• ysix.m; hw"hyl; rm;ao - “ I will say to the LORD: you are my refuge” (Gen. 9:13) 
 

rm;ao - “I will say.” Adding a to the root rma causes the guttural letter a to drop off  

before the prefix: rma + a.  Note that a vowel change also occurs. 

• War"yyIw> ~yBir: War>yI - “Many will see and fear” (Psalm 40:3) 
 

War>yI - “They will see.” Appending W to the root har causes the letter h to drop off  

before the suffix: W + har + y  
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Simple Imperative Moods 

1.  Imperatives (Commands) 

 
In general, the Qal imperative expresses a command directed to another. It is formed by 
removing the prefixes from the second person (“you”) Qal imperfect forms: 
 

Drop -T prefix from second person imperfect forms: 

 Imperfect  Imperative Example 

2ms ¤¤o¤.Ti � ¤¤o¤. rmov. - watch, guard! 

2fs y¤i¤.¤.Ti � y¤i¤.¤i y[im.vi.i - hear, listen! 
     

2mpl W¤¤.¤.Ti � W¤¤.¤i Wrm.ovi - watch, be careful! 

2fpl hn"¤.¤o¤.Ti � hn"¤.¤o¤i hn"r>movi - watch, be careful! 

 

Grammatical Notes: 
 

• The letter Hey (h-) may be added as a suffix to the 2m singular form (e.g., hr"m.v').  
• The particle an" (which means "please") may follow an imperative (e.g., an" rmov.). 

 
 
Examples: 
 

• ynIAvl.bi aAjx]me yk;r"d> hr"m.v.a, -“I will guard  my ways from sin with my tongue” (Psalm 39:1) 
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2.  First Person Imperatives (Cohortatives) 

The imperative mood in the first person is called the “cohortative” (“let us go”).  It is is 
formed by adding the suffix H to the first person imperfect forms: 
 

Add H-  suffix to first person imperfect forms: 

 Imperfect  Imperative Example 

1cs ¤¤o¤.a, � H+¤'¤.¤.a, Hromva - watch, guard! 
     

1cpl ¤¤¤.nI � H+¤¤.¤i Hr"m.ov.nI - watch, be careful! 

 
Examples: 
 

• ynIAvl.bi aAjx]me yk;r"d> hr"m.v.a, -“I will guard  my ways from sin with my tongue” (Psalm 39:1) 

• hw"hy> rAaB. hk'l.nEw> Wkl. -“Come and let us walk in the light of the LORD! (Isa. 2:5) 

• Ab hx'm.f.nIw> hl'ygIn" -“Let us rejoice and let us be glad in Him!” (Psalm 118:24) 
 
 

3.  Third Person Imperatives (Jussives) 

The imperative in the the third person is called the "jussive" (“may he prosper!”). It often 
functions as an indirect command translated with the helping verb “may” or “let,” 
depending on the context (“May he do this!”).   
 
It is often difficult to distinguish “jussive” verb forms from imperfect verb forms, though 
in weak verbs ending in Hey (h) the Hey drops off. Generally in negative commands, the 
jussive follows the particle la; (“not”) while the imperfect usually follows alo (“no”). 
 
Examples: 
 

• yvip.n: aboT'-la; ~d"soB. - “In their council let not enter my soul” (Gen. 49:6)  

• rAa yhiy> ~yhil{a/ rm,aYOw: -“And God said, ‘Let there be light’!” (Gen. 1:3) 

• %l,M,h; yxiy> - May the king live" (1 Sam. 10:24) 
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Simple Infinitives 

1.  Infinitive Constructs 

 
 
 

2.  Infinitive Absolutes 
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The Reversing Vav 
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Piel Verbs 
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