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Biblical Hebrew Verb

Simple Present Tense

1. Active Participles: XXiX

singular

plural

Description

fem masc
PN+XXIX XXX
PI+XXIX | 2Y+XXIX

Present tense patrticiples are indicated by the opmenholem vowel sound. As a verb
they express action in the present, though theyatemfunction as adjectives. They are
inflected according to gender and number.

Examples:

¢ 72TM2 RIP '71? - A voice_calls ouin the wilderness (Isa. 40:3)

. 5:017’ 913U - the Guardianof Israel (Psalm 121:4)

« M2 D’Ohb N7 a8 - “He is a shield for those trustinig him” (Prov. 30:5)
«  TPPY WD) 122D - “For he satisfieshe hungry soul” (Psalm 107:9)

- 12 m%w iyl TT?:5SJH M - “Behold, the maiden conceives and beason” (Isa. 7:14)

2. Passive Participles: X1XX

singular

plural

Description

fem masc
T+XIXX XAIXX
PI+XIXX | B9+XIXX

Passive patrticiples are indicated by the shireq eol@llowng the second letter of the
root. As a verb they express passive voice in tegent, though they can also function as

adjectives. They are inflected according to geratet number.

Examples:

¢ M7 I202 0227 NN 17IR0 “];7'5; - “ All the words of this law

are writtenin this book” (Deut. 28:58)
< M QW2 X277 7172 - " Blesseds the one coming in the name of the LORD” (Pshlré:26)

. 1?1' 5?;:;5 RINTD - “For man is bornto trouble” (Job 5:7)
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Simple Past Tense

1. Perfect Verbs: XXX + sfx

fem masc
" PHXXX N
P+XXX R+XXX PR/ nR
XXX XXX N1 /N
" +XXX PN
IHXXX | DR+XXX | 1N /onN
" T+XXX m/en

Description

The simple past tense is called “gal’(light) becausis the easiest to learn. The Qal is
also called the “perfect” conjugation because itesf expresses completed action.
Infections of the Qal are formed by adding suffitcethe verbal root which indicate
pronomial function.

2. Weak and Strong Verbs

A verb root that contains the letters, 3, 7 (or the guttural letter8, IT, R) are called “weak
verbs.” A strong verb does not contain any “weak letters’its three-consonant root.

Strong Verb Examples:
e MM 277 ’mj@@"a - “For |_have keptthe ways of the LORD” (Psalm 18:21)
. TONT 0™M2TT53 R N2aN3 TR - “How did you writeall these words?(Jer. 36:17)

Weak Verb Examples:
« W3 NN RYURTIN - “ 1 give my rainbow in the cloud” (Gen. 9:13)
*N03 - “1 give.” Adding "1 to the rootiNJ causes the weak letteto drop off
before the suffixXn+303
©  PT8) 12N NWY - “l have done justice and righteousness” (Psaln9P1)

‘D‘ELJSTJ - “ do, make.” Adding to the rootT®Y causes the weak lettBrto change td before
the suffix: N+0Y
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Simple Future Tense

1. Imperfect Verbs: XXX + pfx

fem masc
" XXX+ MR
XXX+ XXX+ PR /o
XXX+ XXX+ N1 /NI
" XXX+ NN
TIHXXX+R | HXXX+R | N /onR
TIHXXX+D | XXX+ ™ /on

Description

The future or “imperfect” conjugation is used topegss incomplete action, usually in the
present or in the future. Infections are made bgiag both prefixes and suffixes to the
verb to indicate gender, person and number. Naettie first person forms for both
genders (1cs) and plural (1cp) are the same. Niste that the second person forms both
use £), and the third person use$, except in the case of the feminine form whichas
same as the second person feminine form

Strong Verb Examples:

«  MUN TPATON - “Lwill keep your statutes.” (Psalm 119:8)

. ﬂ]ﬂj‘5§ 1:!;?:1 17217 - “They will remembeand returnto the LORD” (Psalm 22:27)

Weak Verb Examples:
< omm TI]TI‘%) =R - 1 will say to the LORD: you are my refuge” (Gen. 9:13)

SR - “ will say.” Adding X to the roof1™R causes the guttural lettrto drop off
before the prefixD2R +RX. Note that a vowel change also occurs.

e N 227 N7 -“Many will see and fear"(Psalm 40:3)

N7 - “They will see.” Appending to the roof1X7 causes the lettet to drop off
before the suffix:) + 7™ +°
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Simple Imperative Moods

1. Imperatives (Commands)

In general, the Qal imperative expresses a comrdaadted to another. It is formed by
removing the prefixes from the second person (“y&él imperfect forms:

Drop -/ prefix from second person imperfect forms:

Imperfect Imperative Example
2ms 00 DI‘I > oo [1 =Y - watch, guard!
2fs ’DDDJ‘! - ,DDD "WRY - hear, listen!
2mpl WDDDD = ~|D|:||:| 1MW - watch, be careful!
2fpl I'IJDDDﬁ -> J-TJDDD 37MY - watch, be careful!

Grammatical Notes:

* The letter Hey®{-) maybe added as a suffix to the 2m singular form (e-gv).
* The particles; (which means "please™) may follow an imperative (&: =iv).

Examples:

. ’Jﬁtﬁ?: RO 9277 7INUN | will guard my ways from sin with my tonguéPsalm 39:1)
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2. First Person Imperatives (Cohortatives)

The imperative mood in thest person is called the “cohortative” (“let us go’lj.is is
formed by adding the suffix to the first person imperfect forms:

Add,7- suffix to first person imperfect forms:

Imperfect Imperative Example
lcs DDD& -> H+QDDx MOMWN - watch, guard!

Lcpl |:||:||_:|J -> ?'T+DDD MY - watch, be careful!
Examples:
. ‘NWL): N 27 'mmnx -l will guard my ways from sin with my tonguéPsalm 39:1)

e MM mx: ‘13531 1:5 “Come and_let us walkn the light of the LORD! (Isa. 2:5)
« 92 'mr:w ‘15‘33 -“Let us rejoiceand let us be glagh Him!” (Psalm 118:24)

3. Third Person I mperatives (Jussives)

The imperative in the thihird person is called the "jussive” (“may he prospeit’pften
functions as an indirect command translated wighhtblping verb “may” or “let,”
depending on the context (“May he do this!”).

It is often difficult to distinguish “jussive” verftorms from imperfect verb forms, though
in weak verbs ending in Heg) the Hey drops off. Generally in negative commauticks
jussivefollowsthe particlé>x (“not”) while the imperfect usually follows® (“no”).

Examples:

. ’WDJ x:n 5& D'ID: “In their council let not entemy soul”(Gen. 49:6)
¢ NN RN n*wbx mxﬁ -“And God said, ‘Let there bhght'!” (Gen. 1:3)
. ‘['7?37 7 - Maythe king live" (1 Sam. 10:24)
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Simple Infinitives

1. Infinitive Constructs

2. Infinitive Absolutes
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The Reversing Vav
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Piel Verbs
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