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Torah Reading Blessings -

Making Aliyah to the Torah

9720 TR TN PIN? 27 017

Great peace have those who love your law;
nothing can make them stumble.
- Psalm 119:165

Each Shabbat a weekly portion from the Torah (called a parashah) is chanted during
morning services. This Torah portion itself is further divided into smaller sections called
aliyot (literally, “ascents”), and it is customary to call up people from the congregation
(called olim) to recite a blessing before and after each section is recited by the cantor or
Torah reader.

For Shabbat services each parashah is divided in seven aliyot with a concluding portion
(called the Malftir) recited by the person who will also recite the Haftarah blessings. This
means that during a given Shabbat Torah Reading service, eight people will be called to
recite blessings over the Torah (on weekday morning services (Monday and Thursday),
the first three aliyot of the forthcoming Sabbath portion are read).

In order to recall the roles of service in the ancient Jewish Temple, it is customary to
offer the first aliyah to a Kohen (i.e., a priestly descendant of Aaron, the brother of
Moses), the second to a Levi (i.e., a descendant of the tribe of Levi), and the remaining
aliyot (from shlishi to shevi’i) to Yisraelim (i.e., Jews who are neither Kohen nor Levi).
You will be told in advance what your aliyah number is by the gabbai (synagogue
official).

If you have been given the honor of being called up for an aliyah, you will chant the
blessings before and after the reading of the Torah (by the cantor). Here is a brief guide
to performing this honor:

1. When your name is announced by the gabbai, walk up to the - ﬂ"]_‘:l
bimah. Take the shortest route possible. : ?‘"

2. If you are wearing a prayer shawl (tallit gadol), the Cantor
or ba'al keri'ah will point to the word on the scroll where
he or she will begin reading. Take the #zitzit (fringes) from
a corner of your prayer shawl and touch them to the word;
you may bring the #zitzit to your lips as an expression of
your love for the Torah.

by John J. Parsons 1 Hebrew4christians.com



N Hebrew for Christians

= www.hebrew4christians.com Birkat HaTorah

3. Stand directly in front of the scroll with both hands on the handles (etz chayim)
and recite the following:

The Barekhu Before Torah Recitation:
J7aRa TN 1073
hame worakh et-A donal havte khu

Bless the LORD, who is to be blessed.

Congregation responds:

W) 077 77 3 73

waed le-o-lam hame-votakh  Adonal hatiukh

Blessed is Adonai, who is to blessed forever and ever.

4. Now recite the following blessing:
The Blessing Before the Torah Reading:

WY BT 2R W08 AT AN 3

a-sher ha-olam me-lekh e-lo-heynua & dona at-tah barakh
Who the universe ing (of) our God Lord are you Elassed

Jn7im om 0% (o owpn San nd 03

torato et latia venatan  haam-mim mikkaol  hanu  hachar

iz Torah i) fous and gave the peoples Jrom all us choaa

.-i:ﬁm pjﬁ: T AR N2

hattorah no-tein Aodotal at-tah barakh
{of) the Torah Fivar Lord are pou Elozzed

Blessed are You, LORD our God, king of the universe, who chose us from all the
peoples and gave to us His Torah. Blessed are You, LORD, giver of the Torah.
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Move to the right to allow the cantor to chant the portion from the Sefer Torah
(torah scroll).

5. Atits conclusion, the cantor will point to the final word that was read. Again,
touch it with the #zitzit as noted above.

6. Recite the following blessing:

The Blessing After the Torah Reading:

R B PR WTRN A1 AN T3

a-sher ha-olam me-lekh e-lo-heynu & donai at-tah batakh
who the universe ing fof) our God Lord @re you Elassed
2IN2 13 05 vm My iR NG m
betokheinu fata’ o-lam e chai-yel e-met to-rat lagrs  natan
in our midst sef everlasfing and I aof truth fhe Torah fous gave

.-r:ﬁm:i mﬁ: b hiniiaich i !

hat-to-rah fotein A dotial at-tah barakh
{of) the Torah Fiver Lord are pou Elassed

Blessed are You, LORD our God, king of the universe, who
gave us the Torah of truth and set everlasting life in our midst.
Blessed are You, LORD, giver of the Torah.

7. After reciting this blessing, depending on the minhag ha-makom (the custom of
the place), you may either return to your seat or remain standing at the bimah

while the next persons comes up to make their aliyah.

Mazal Tov! - You’ve just completed making “the Aliyah.”
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