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A Rosh Hashanah Seder

Home Ceremony for Celebrating the New Year

EIPTNTPI MPIA 21 DAY 827 MM EIND TN 23T TN

"In the seventh month, on the first day of the imoydu shall observe a day of solemn rest,
a memorialjinzt) proclaimed with blast of trumpetsnm) a holy convocation.” — Lev. 23:24

Preparations...

The home ceremony for Rosh Hashataes place at sundown, just before the start of
Tishri 1. The main event of this holiday considta @pecial festive meal, similar to a Friday
evening Shabbat meal. The Rosh Hashanah celeblka@ns with the lighting of candles
(hadlakat nerot)symbolizing the transition from profane to saciatk, and the recitation

of the blessing thanking God for enabling us t@hethis season (thghehecheyanu
blessing).Other customs such as eating apples dipped inylemeeenjoyed.

Here’s what you'll need for a Rosh Hashasahchah(celebration):

A festive kosher dinner

A least two candles ¢
A hand washing basin with towels

Wine (or grape juice) in a Kiddush cup ot

A round challah loaf (“Crown Challah”) ks ‘i‘
Fresh apples and honey 1S

A plate with carrots, leeks, beets, dates, 3 -
pomegranate, and fish W
A shofar (“ram’s horn”)

A sweet pomegranate

NogagbkwdhpE

© ©

Remembering the Akedah...

In the Torah, Rosh Hashanah (“the head of the yemaréferred to a¥om HaZikaror(;m>r1),
“the Day of Remembrance” as wellY¥asm Terual{w»n o) a “Day of Shouting”...

As Yom HaZikaron, we recall the story of Isaac’amsacrifice (said by tradition to have
occurred on Tishri 1) when God commanded Abrahasatoifice his “only begotten” son-

12) as an offering (this is known as thkedah) Abraham obeyed God’s command, built an
altar, and prepared to sacrifice Isaac, but avéng last minute was stopped by the Angel of the
LORD. The Angel pointed out a ram caught by itsnisan a nearby bush and told Abraham to
sacrifice it in place of Isaac. Here again is dyie of the sacrifice of the Son of God by the
Father offered on behalf of those who trust in Him...
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Since Rosh Hashanah is abteghuval{21un) or returning to God through repentance, the
Akedah of Isaac is retold to remind us that subimmsto God is the way to demonstrate a
repentant attitude before the LORD.

Torah Reading: The Binding of Isaac...

The first
. .. . " occurrence of the
After these things God tested Abraham and saidhto ‘‘"Abraham!” And he word “love” in the
said, “Here | am.” He said, “Please take your smuyr only son<{rny Ti2), Scriptures refers

. to a father's |
even Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land afiéio and offer him there as| o, hia “oniy” son

a whole burnt offeringby) on one of the mountains of which | shall tell you | who was_?_ffered
as a sacrifice on

. . . . Moriah, the place
So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled bikey, and took two of his | of the crucifixion

young men with him, and his son Isaac. And heleiviood for the whole burnt' °f Yeshua.
offering and arose and went to the plagerz) of which God had told him.

On the third day¢-5wn o2) Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place fafem.
Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here thighdonkey; | and the lad will
go over there and bown down to worship and retutni(t mnaui) to you.” And
Abraham took the wood for the whole burnt offerangl laid it on Isaac his son. And
he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So tiveyt both of them together.

And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My fath€rtk) And he said, “Here | am, my
son” (2 *um). He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but vehie the lamb for a
burnt offering £5v% mwm)?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself themb

for a burnt offering: my son™g n%p% i SR oIoN).

So they went both of them together. When they ciantiee placedip»in) of which
God had told him, Abraham built the altar there knd the wood in order and bound
Isaac his som§ prs-nx Tppm) and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.

Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the kaislaughter
his son fwny). But the Angel of the LORDn{ x5n) called to
him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” Ardshid,
“Here | am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on thd or do
anything to him, for now | know that you fear Geeéging you have
not withheld your son, your only somfr-nx 7:27n%), from me.”

And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and lhmehind him
was a ramx) caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham tven
and took the ram and offered it up as a whole boiffieting instead of Jewish tradition says
his son {2 nmn). So Abraham called the name of that place, “The that Isaac was 37
LORD will provide” (=" mym); as it is said to this day, “On the mount  Y¢ere hmgina s e

of the LORD it shall be provided.” — Gen. 22:1-14
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We are now ready to start our Rosh Hashanah seder...

1. Candle-Lighting Blessing

On Erev Rosh Hashanah, about 18 minutes beforeosuma woman of the house wiill
recite or sing the following blessing while kindiithe holiday candles:

DR 770 BN 7T Ane T3

ha‘olam me-lekh eloheinu Adonal attah batukh

the wniverse kg (of) our Fod Lord are pou Elessed
PY2mY M) TRigea NdTp N
le-hadlik wisivatin be-mits-vo-tav kiddeshatu  asher
fo Innde and with his sanctified us who

commanded us COmMMmandmeants

ot of (Sw naw ) Su

haz zk-karon WO w ghel shahhat shel fer
the day of remembrayce faved of  of sabbath)  fhe candes of

Blessed are You, LORD our God, King of the Universe
who sanctifies us with His commandments and comeabnsl to kindle
the lights of (*Sabbath and of) Yom Zikkaron.

batookh atah Adonai E-lohey-noo me'lekh ha-olahm,
a-sher kee-desha-noo be-meetz-vighv ve-tzeva'-noo
le-hadieek neir shel yom ha-zee-kahn.

easy phonetic

Note: If Rosh Hashanah occurs on a Shabbat readhel shabbat ve-yom ha-zikkaron.”

It is customary for the woman of the house to eettie Shehechayanu blessing (see #3,
below) immediately after reciting the candle ligigtiblessing as well. If this is
performed, we still recite the Shehechayanu blgssigether during Kiddush.
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2. Reciting Kiddush...

' . The Rosh Hashanah holiday is then sanctified biyimgdiddush
(the blessing over wine) and then reciting two addal blessings
thanking God for allowing us to reach this seasoaur lives:

PR 728 WIoR M ANy 3
MRT YWY - NERRT 23T "B X7

easy phonetics: batookh atah Adonai E-lohey-noo me'dekh ha-olahm,
boh+ei pree haga'-fen ha-a-me¢eet — Yeshoo-a ha-mashee*ach

“Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, King of the ungesr
Creator of the true fruit of the vine — Yeshualhessiah.”

3. Reciting Shehecheyanu...
The Shehecheyanblessing is said to thank God for enabling ustxh this season:

277 725 Wby MM s 73

ha‘olam me-lekh e-lo-heinn 2 donal at-tah barulkh
Eing of the wriverse cur God LORD Tou Elessed

L8] .mm pr2 wgam wepy winoy

atnein  hazzeh  lazzeman wehigi-fanu veldyemat shehecheyanu
Amen fo fhis season avid ks avid ks who has kepf
Brought us susfained us us alive

Blessed are You, LORD our God, King of the Universe
who has kept us alive, sustained us, and brougtd tlés season. Amen.

easy phonetics: ba+ookh atah Adonai E-lohey-noo me'-lekh ha-olahm,
sheh-he-cbya'-noo ve-kee-yaia'-noo ve-hee-gea-noo
laz-mahn hazeh (Amen)
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4. Thanking God for the Appointed Times...

Just as the spring festivals (Passover, Firstfraitd Shavuot) have been perfectly fulfilled
in the first coming of Yeshua as Mashidmm Yosefso the fall festivals (Rosh Hashanah,
Yom Kippur, and Sukkot) will be fulfilled in His send coming as Mashiadien David.
Since the first advent of Yeshua fulfilled all bktspring mo’edim to the smallest of detalils,
we believe that His second advent portends siriulaiment as revealed in the fall
mo’edim. The LORD God of Israel did not give us badidays in vain. Therefore, let us
thank God for His great plan of salvation revealtethe festivals:

BT T2 wiON M ANy 73
AR 0TIy nipn mn N 0y N
0% IR IR mUnD v 13335

_ batookh atah Adonai E-lohey-noo me'lekh ha-olahm,
easy phonetics]  a-sher natahn la'-noo cta-geem khookoht, oo-mo-adeem le-seemnkhah
leekhvohd Yeshoo-a ha-mashee-ach a-donei'-noo, ohr ha-dahm.

“Blessed art You, LORD our God, King of the univers
who has given to us holidays, customs, and seaddreppiness,
for the glory of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah, tigétl of the world.”

5. Reciting HaMotzi...

Since Rosh Hashanah celebrates the cyclical pas$déigee and the
recurring progression of holidays of the New Y dais customary
to recite theHaMotziblessing over round loaves of challah
(symbolizing the revolving seasons or the Crowotl). Often
these are sweetened with raisons for the holiday.

PR T2 WK NI s 3
=Nl (=R M=l S o

batookh atah Adonai E-lohey-noo me'lekh ha-olahm,

easy phonetics:
yp ha-mo-tzee etle’-khem haeha-yeem meen ha-shmaa'-yeem.

“Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, King of the unaer
who brings forth the living bread from heaven.”
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6. Reciting the Shema...

It is our custom to spread out a tallit like a gaypand have everyone present gather
underneath as we sing the Shema, recite the Vaahavd then hear the “priestly blessing.”

TR o wIoR M Sy Unw

she-ma yees-ra-el Adonai
HEAR, 0 ISRAEL: THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD

[Ty 85w imobn a3 oY 73]
bah-rookh shem ke-vohd mal-khoo-toh le-oh-lahm va-ed

Blessed is the Name of His glorious kingdom forewer ever.

ve'ahavta et Adonai
Elohekha b'khol levavekha
uvkhol nafshekha uvkhol
me'odekha

ﬂ:ﬁ:}b"v:a THOR MM AR NN
:7IRn"5521 Fwpi-Hoo
DN R -er-r 0™ ™M

.q::b 5:: DT FI8n
T02W3 02 A3 T::B algbblay

7793 o5 e
R 22U
775 minG onup
STV T2 nepk P
SIPER 7003 AhTOY Bnan3)

vehayu hadevarim ha'eleh
asher anokhi metzavekha
hayom al-levavekha

ve'shinantam levanekha
vedibarta bam beshivtekha
b'vetekha uvlekhtekha
vaderekh uvshakhbekha
uvkumekha

ukshartam le'ot al-yadekha,
vehayu le'totafot
bein enekha

ukhtavtam al-mezuzot
betekha u'visharekha

7. Recite the Priestly Blessing...
TN M 592
T TOR ™M MM WY
2>y 75 e 7O M M A

e-lo-hey'-noo Adonai e-chad

You shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with
all your strength.

And these words that I
command you today shall
be on your heart.

You shall impress them
upon your children, and
shall talk of them when you
sit in your house, and when
you walk by the way, and
when you lie down, and
when you rise up.

You shall bind them as a
sign on your hand, and they
shall be as frontlets
between your eyes.

You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and
on your gates.

After the blessing we
sing “Shabbat Shalom”
and wish everyone a
sweet new year...

May the LORD bless you and keep you; May the LOR#ke His face shine upon you
and be gracious to you; May the LORD lift up hisd@o you and give you peace...
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8. The Simanim Service

Some people actually hatwo seders during the year: one in the spring
(i.e., the Passover seder), and another in théofaRosh Hashanah. A
Rosh Hashanah seder will inclusienanim(z o), “symbolic foods”
served at the beginning of a Rosh Hashanah meathaised as an
occasion to symbolically bless the New Year.

After lighting the yom tov candles and performirigdush, it is customary to recite a
short blessing and prayer about the symbolismfefeit foods before eating them for
the first time in the New Year. The order is nattularly important, though the
following traditional blessings are often includadhe service.

A. Netilat Yadaym - Washing the hands... During our Rosh

Hashanah seder, we use
the same wash basin for

’Dbﬁx]n -Isrs usn‘)x njnw. nng ?Iq']z Passover and pass it
T T s o S T T T around the table...
0°T) N2') B TRIND MY N

easy phonetics:

batookh atah Adonai E-lohey-noo me'lekh ha-olahm,
a-sher kee-desha-noo be-meetz-vtahv ve-tzeera'-noo ne-tee-laht yata'-yeem

“Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, King of the unseerwho sanctifies us
with his commandments and commanded us aboutngashhands.”

B. Eating Carots (rubya)

We eat carrots as a play on the warldya a word that resembles the Hebrew word for
increase or enlarge (i.eibbuy: =27). We begin, however, by first reciting the traufial
blessing for the fruit of the earthg-adamalx

B oY 95 by mm s 72
o I s - )
e . ® TMTINT 12 R

easy phonetics: batookh atah Adonai E-lohey-noo me'lekh ha-olahm,
bo+ei pe-tee ha-a-damah.

“Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, King of the unaer
Creator of the fruit of the earth.”
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We then eat some carrots. After finishing we they s

WA TOR] WIOR M IR 1w
wmt__:g 127

yehee ratzohn meel-farey-kha Adonai e-ldaey-noo ve:ldiei a-votey'-noo
sheyeer-boo ze-kho-yotey-noo.

“May it be your will, LORD our God and God of owathers,
that our merits increase.”

C. Eating Leeks (karsi)

We eat leeks, callekarsiin Aramaic, as a play on the Hebrew wégetat - to cut down -
i.e., “May our enemies be cut down.” Note that veendt repeat thba-adamalblessing (see
above) before eating since we've already recitesl tAfter eating, however, we add:

WA TOR] WIOR M TR iR k ?)’
MR N

easy phonetics: & b

yehee ratzohn meel-faney-kha Adonai e-ldaey-noo ve-ldei a-votey-noo
she-yedkahr'-too sohnrei'-noo.

“May it be your will, LORD our God and God of owathers,
that those who hate us be cut away” (yikartu — plakarsi—"leeks” in Aramaic).

May you be Blessed
wilh yoy and peace in
the comirg wear
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D. Eating Beets (selek)

We eat beets as a play on the Hebrew vgetdk(=52: beet), which reminds us of the
Hebrew wordesalek(z525) — to remove (i.e., our enemies). Note that oryzeérawe do
not repeat the ha-adamah blessing before eating sia’ve already done so previously.
After eating some beets, however, we will add:

L\

NN TORY WIOR M TR 1i¥] h\

NIIR PO \

easy phonetics:

yehee ratzohn meel-faney-kha Adonai e-ldiey-noo ve-ldiei a-votey'-noo
she-yeesal'-koo oyvey-noo.

“May it be your will, LORD our God and God of ofathers, that
our enemies be taken awayigtalku— fromselek “beets” in Hebrew).

E. Eating Dates (tamar)

Dates are another sweet food often associatedRagih Hashanah. We have fun making
the connection between the Hebrew word for “date”,(tamarnzn) that reminds us of
the Hebrew verb for “an endisgr). After eating the dates, we recite:

NN TORY WIOR M TR 1i¥]
MR MO

easy phonetics:

yehee ratzohn meel-faney-kha Adonai e-ldaey-noo ve-ldiei a-votey-noo
she-yeda'-moo sohrei'-noo.

“May it be your will, LORD our God and God of owathers, that those who hate us
be ended” (yitamu — frortamar, dates in Aramaic)

by John J. Parsons 10 hebrew4christians.com
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F. Eating Fish (dag)

The fish symbolizes that we teem and multiply. tRive recite the appropriate blessing
for eating fish (theshe-hakoblessing):

P27 728 Wby M Ay 3
1373 mm Somu

easy phonetics: bartookh atah Adonai E-lohey-noo me'lekh ha-olahm,
she-hakohl nee-heyah beed-varoh.

“Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, King of the unser
Who by His Word brings about all things.”

After tasting the fish we say:

NN TORY WIOR M TR 1i¥]
0272 N3 MW

easy phonetics:

yehee ratzohn meel-farey-kha Adonai e-ldiey-noo ve-ldiei a-votey'noo
she-neefeh ve-neelbeh ke'-dageem

“May it be your will, LORD our God and God of owathers,
that we be fruitful and multiply like fish.”

e T ST
TENE

We then look at the head of the fish and say:

NN TORY WIOR M TR0 1i¥]
2317 N5 NG MY

easy phonetics:

yehee ratzohn meel-faney-kha Adonai e-ldiey-noo ve-ldiei a-votey'-noo
she-neereh letosh veloh le’zahnav.

“May it be your will, LORD our God and God of owathers,
that we be the head and not the tail” (Deut 28:13)
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Apples Dipped in Honey...

It is also customary to eat apples dipped in hahaing this meal.
Why? It is a tradition to eat a newly ripened fifigit the first time
during that fruit's harvest season, and since Rts$hanah falls
around the beginning of apple season, the appled@sme the “first
fruit.” This provides the opportunity to recite thkessings both over
the fruit of the treel{ore pri ha’etz as well as another Shehecheyanu
After eating the apple dipped in honey, we ask Godenew this [
year for us with sweetness and happiness.”

G. Blessing over the Fruit
We dip our apples in honey and recite the followtessingoeforeeating:

[

e PR 720 WIoR M ANy 3
JY3 MD 83

batookh atah Adonai E-lohey-noo me'lekh ha-olahm,

easy phonetic . .
yPp bo+ei peree ha<itz

“Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, King of the unaesr
Creator of the fruit of the trees.”

H. The New Year Blessing
We then recite together:
NN TOR] WIOR M TR 1R
RPN n;ﬁm ﬂ;(g WJ“?STJ iijn(ntgli
MU YN 278D

“May it be your will, LORD our God and God of owathers, that you renew for us a
good and sweet year in our Lord Yeshua the Messiah.

easy phonetics:

yehee ratzohn meel-farey-kha Adonai e-ldaey-noo ve:ldiei a-votey'-noo
she-te-khadeish adey-noo shanah towvah o00-me-tod<ah
ba’a-doney-noo Yeshoo-a ha-masheeach
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I. Eating Pomegranate (rimon)

Eating a pomegranate reminds us of the sweetndhe dorah. May the new year be
good and sweet for us all, and may our righteoesisiencrease, like the many seeds of
the pomegranate (1 John 2:29). Again, since wdheady recitecha-etzblessing, we do
not need to repeat it. After eating the pomegertaiwever, we add:

WA TOR] WIOR M IR 1w
™73 NPOT A

easy phonetics:

yehee ratzohn meel-faney-kha Adonai e-ldiey-noo ve-ldiei a-votey'-noo
she-narbeh ze-kloo-yoht ke’reemohn.

“May it be your will, LORD our God and God of owathers, that our merits
be numerous as the seeds of a pomegranate.”

We now go on to enjoy our festive Rosh Hashanal.mea
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9. Grace After the Meal

After the meal, it is customary to recite thiekat hamazonthe “grace after meals,”
including special additions marking the festivaRiish Hashanah. A shortened version
of the blessing is provided here:

BT 728 W8 M A0 T3
DRI TeN3 2 3wl 192 0P M
DI ER R o R L

easy phonetics:

batookh atah Adonai E-lohey-noo me'-lekh ha-olahm,
hazahn et ha-olahm kooloh be-toovoh, bekhen, beche'-sed, oov’ra-kh-meem
batookh atah Adonai, hazahn et hakohl. Amen.

“Blessed are you, LORD our God, master of the usie
Who nourishes the whole world in goodness, witltgr&indness, and compassion.
Blessed are You, LORD, who nourishes all. Amen.”

Hodu La-Adonai ki Tov

0m n‘;ﬁn‘? "D 291D ngn*‘? by

easy phonetics:

ho-doo la-a-donai keetohv, kee le-dahm Kkhas-doh!

“Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, fos bteadfast love endures forever!”

L' Shanah Tovah

Have a sweet Btear!
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10. Listening to the Shofar

If you have ashofar(ram’s horn), you may want to fulfill thaitzvahof listening to its
sound by blowing it at this time. The one who bldiws shofar recites the blessing:

WYTP R AW T WA M NS N3

kiddeshat  asher ha-‘o-latm melekh Elo-hey-nu  Adona at-tah ba-tukh
sanciified us who the wriverse  king fof)  owr God Lord  areypou  Blessed

"o 9P RS msr rmasna

shofar kol lish-mo-a ve'tE - vanu bemitzvotav
the voice qf the fo hear and with his
shofar commanded us  commandments

Blessed are You, LORD our God, King of the Univesd® sanctifies us with His
commandments and commanded us to hear the sotingl stiofar.

batookh atah Adonai E-lohey-noo me'-lekh ha-olahm, asher
kee-desha-noo be-meetz-vimhv ve-tzeva'-noo leestmo’-ah kohl shdar.

Tekiah [1 blast] — Shevarim [3 blasts] — Teru8hsfaccato blasts] — Tekiah Gedolah [one long blast

Our Closing Blessing:*Now to the One who is able to keep you from fajliand to
cause you to stand, rejoicing, without blemish beetdis glorious presence, to the only
God our Savior through Yeshua the Messiah, our lamdi great Lamb of God, be glory,
majesty, power, and authority, before all time, and/, and for all eternityAmen.”

L MIND 22U AT MY

b A .
Tetelestai! Itis finished! .4 % The LORD blessyouand
Let the favor of the Lord our G e a keep you; the LORD make his
be upon usand establish the wo 3 (o face to shine upon you and
of our hands upon us; yes, estat u £ gracious to you; the LOR
the work of our hands. .5 i lift up his countenance upon
g o you and give you peact
Let's Sing! “Lashanah haba'a .= ﬁ
bi-yerushalayim ha’chadashah!” @ L 5
“Next year in the new Jerusalein! rj f; D’ﬁ’: (@) ﬁ

e TN Peace in Yeshua
TR 1T 0P Oy o8
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