‘N Hebrew for Christians

A www.hebrew4christians.com Rosh Chodesh Blessings

Berachot Rosh Chodesh -

Blessings for the new Month
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Birkat HaChodesh (Sanctification of the Month)

The Birkat HaChodesh is said during Shabbat Mevarchim (Sanhedrin 42a) and asks the
LORD for a good month. It is recited at the synagogue at the end of the Shabbat Torah
reading service:
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May it be Thy will, LORD, our God and God of our fathers, that You

begin for us this month for good and for blessing. May You give to us

long life, a life of peace, a life of goodness, a life of blessing, a life of
sustenance, a life of physical health, a life in which there is fear of

heaven and fear of sin, a life in which there is no shame or

humiliation; a life of wealth and honor, a life in which we love Torah

and fear God, a life in which the LORD fulfills the requests of our
hearts for good. Amen. Selah.
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Yehi ratson milefanekha, Adonai eloheinu veilohei avoteinu,
shetechadesh aleinu et hachodesh hazeh letovah velivrakhah.
Vetiten lanu chayim arukhim chayim shel shalom,
chayim shel tovah, chayim shel berakhah, chayim she parnasah,
chayim she chillutz atzamot, chayim sheyeish bahem yirat shamayim
veyirat cheit, chayim she'ein bahem boshah ukhlimah,
chayim she oseh vekhavod, chayim shetehei vanu ahavat Torah
veyirat shamayim, chayim sheyemalei Adonai mishalot libeinu letovah.
Amen. Selah.

Kiddush Levanah (Sanctification of the Moon)

The moon is sometimes called levanah in Hebrew (from lavan,
white). Kiddush Levanah (sanctification of the moon) is a
ceremony that takes place outdoors on a clear night soon after
Rosh Chodesh (often on the first Shabbat night that follows Rosh
Chodesh). The blessing is normally written in oversized letters in
the prayerbook (called otiot shel kiddush levanah) since it is
intended to be read outdoors by moonlight.

The Molad (time announcement)

After the invocation for the month’s blessing from the LORD, it is customary for the time
at which the new moon will appear in Jerusalem to be announced. First the congregation
recites mi she’asah nissim, “the One who performed miracles”:
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The One who performed miracles for our forefathers and
redeemed them from slavery to freedom, may He redeem us

soon and gather in our exiles from the four corners of the
earth, then all Israel shall be friends. Let us say: Amen.
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The chazzan (cantor) then announces the precise time of Rosh Chodesh in Jerusalem:
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Rosh Chodesh (Hebrew month) will be on the day (Hebrew
day of the week) that comes to us and to all Israel for good.
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