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Blessing the Jewish People

“I will bless them that bless thee...”
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And | will bless them that bless thee, and curgae hi
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all familiés o
the earth be blessed (Genesis 12:3)

The Apple of God’s Eye

Do you have a Jewish heart? If you say that yowigely love the “LORD God of Israel>
oy M) —and it's clear that the LORD God of Israel btiee Jewish people — it follows that
you should likewise love the Jewish people (seetDE6-8; 14:2; 2 Sam. 7:23-24; 1 Kings 8:53;
10:9; 1 Chron 17:20-21; Isa 43:1-3; Jer. 31:318%k. 36:24-28; Rom. 11:1-2;11:28; Hos.
11:1-11, etc.). After all, the LORD Yeshua is cdltemsmn 75n / melech ha-Yehudinthe “King

of the Jews” (Matt. 2:2, 27:11, etc.), and the uerynMessiah[i.e., “Christ”] is aregal term
denoting the anointed King of Israety»). Christians who pray to "Jesus Christ" are yeall
praying to Yeshua as the anointed King of the Jewsnd one day (very soon) Yeshua will
indeed returrio Jerusalemthe “City of the Great King” (Matt 5:35), to assa the throne of
David and complete the redemption originally praediso the Jewish people (Zech. 12:1-13:1;
14:1-9, Ezek. 37:12-14, etc.). God will prove féilito ethnic Israel. To deny this is to radically
guestion God'’s faithfulness to the “Church.” Indglet me say this as plainly as | can: Churches
or teachers who claim that God has abandoned egnaiel are directlympugningthe credibility
of the Gospel message itself. Yes, it's that seraf an issue...

The physical descendants of Abraham are cafechaz (bavat eing, the “pupil of God'’s

eye” (Zech. 2:8), a term of endearment God usesdather nation on earth. Indeed, the
LORD has never abandoned His original covenantlpdmyt will yet choose them for His
Name’s sake (Isa. 14:1). The church hasreplaced Israel in God's redemptive plan but is
merely “grafted in” to the original “root” of IsrhéRemember,” Rabbi Paul warns, “it is not
you who support the root, but the root supports’' ygwm. 11:18).
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Did you know that th@&rit Chadashal(mwan n™z), or “new covenant,” is described in
only one placdn the entire Old Testament? Here is the relepassage:

Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORBD)( when | will make a new
covenantfyn nz2) with the house of Israel and the house of Judahlike the
covenant that | made with their fathers on thewhbgn | took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenidwat they broke, though | was
their husband, declares the LORD. For this is theenant | will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the LORID put my Torah fin) into
their inmost being and inscribe it upon their hgdrtvill be their God, and they
will be my people. No longer will they need to teame another and say to one
another, “Heed the LORD?; for all of them, from tleast of them to the greatest,
shall heed Me — declares the LORD. For | will fergtheir iniquities, And
remember their sins no more. (Jer. 31:31-4)

Many Christian theologians stop here and ignorestmeounding contexof this passage,
namely, the remarkable promise that ethnic Israrlld/continue to exist as a unique
people as long as the laws of nature are in operati

Thus saith the LORDn{) who gives the sun for a light by day and the maidces
of the moon and of the stars for a light by nighiho stirs up the sea into roaring
waves, Whose name is LORD of Hostsi(nixas mm): If these laws should ever
be annulled by Me — declares the LORD — only thenld the offspring of Israel
(5% v1) cease to be a natiom) before Me for all timegfr21-53). Thus said the
LORD: If the heavens above could be measured, lntbundations of the earth
below could be fathomed, only then would | rejdttree offspring of Israel

(5% 1) for all that they have done — declares the LORBr. 31:35-37)

From this passage it is clear that the continuadiwch perpetuity of the physical
descendants of Israeddra Yisraélis to be reckoned as sure as the very “laws ufraa
that are upholding the physical universe. In otherds, so long as there is a sun shining
during the day and moon and stars during the nigtael will continue to be a nation
(goy) before the LORD for all time&kpl-hayamin). Using another analogy, it is as likely
for someone to accurately measure the extent dighgens and earth than it is to
suppose that the LORD will cast off all of the seédsrael. Note especially the last
gualifying clause of this verse, “for all they hadene,” indicating that the unconditional
faithfulness of the LORD is not based on the coodél behavior of national Israel.
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Have you seen the sun, moon or stars today? if@ocan be assured that the
ethnic nation of Israel retains a place in God'ampl The gift and the calling of
God is irrevocable (Rom. 11:29).

Why Bless Israel?

Since this may be a new idea to some of you — edpei you have been involved in
churches that teach the false doctrine known apld&&ement Theology” (i.e., the idea
that the church “replaces” Israel as the recipeérovenantal blessings) — I'll list a few
reasons why Christians should love and suppormpliysical descendants of Abraham,
the Jewish people:

1. The Nature of the Abrahamic Covenant.The covenant given to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob ibrit olam (2% n™32), an everlasting covenant thauisconditionalin
nature. It is not, as supposed by some, conditioipet obedience to the terms of
the Sinai covenant, since the covenant given t@idm (i.e., the “Covenant
Between the Parts'snzi 12 2 given in Gen. 15:9-21)recedeshe Mosaic
covenant by 400 years (Gal. 3:17). Moreover, theenant made with Abraham was
in response to his faith and was initiated solsglyHe grace by God (this idea is
supported in both Romans Chapter 4 and in Pagjisve@nt that there is a "deeper
Torah" than the Lawcode given at Sinai (Gal. 3:8))1

2. The Example of Yeshua, the first disciples, and P&u The gospel message
itself is “to the Jew first, and also to the Gegit{Rom. 1:16). It is first of all a
new covenantmade with the “lost sheep of the house of Isr@dgtt. 10:5-6).
Yeshua Himself focused on reaching the Jewish gewjth His message of
ge'ulah(redemption) and had His followers focus theirsimeary activities on
reaching the Jews. The apostle Paul never disavbwetkwish ancestry and was
burdened for the salvation of Israel throughoutrhigistry (Acts 20:16). For
more on this, see the article entitled, “Torah Asveass” on the web site.

3. Gratitude to the Jewish People.We owe the Jewish people a debt of gratitude
for the blessings we have received from them. Ash¥ia clearly said, “Salvation
is from the Jews” (John 4:22). Through Israel thenpses and the covenants
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were given, and Yeshua Himself was a Torah-obsédem descended from the
tribe of Judah. And the new covenant desvish covenanmhade with theewish
people Non-Jews can be magartakersof this covenant but that in no way
transfers the original terms of the covenant it3&lé simply cannot properly
interpret the message of the “New Testament” witlagpreciating its radically
Jewish character and focus. For more on this, Iseael and the Church: What's
the Relationship?" on the web site.

4. Trustin God’s Faithfulness. God’s promise to Israel stands forever, and He wil
never abandon His people Israel — no more than iHlabandon the church. The
gifts and election of God are irrevocable (Rom28).: God revealed the mystery
of Israel'stemporaryfall to the Apostle Paul (Rom. 11), but this vidkt only
until the all of the Gentiles called by the LORDve@ecome partakers of the new
covenant blessings, and thei Sx7-52 / kol-Yisrael yivashed:all Israel shall
be saved” (Rom. 11:26). Paul further stated cornegrethnic Israel, “regarding
the gospel, they are enemies of God for your dalkeregarding election, they are
belovedfor the sake of fathers” (Rom. 11:28).

5. lIsrael’'s (Central) Place in Prophecy. God has promised to restore national
Israel in the last days (Amos 8:14-5), and we argemporary witnesses to this
miracle. The fact that Israel has been regatherdaeir ancient homeland after
nearly 2,000 years in the Diaspora is a sign andrader to the world that
bespeaks of God's faithfulness. It is a “superdigat God’s promises are true
and we can trust in His word (Ezek. 37:2t)>x2* oy / Am Yisrael Chai‘The
people of Israel live!” We are now told to “comf@bd’s people” (Isa. 40:1-2)
and to help regather the remnant of the Diaspotheio original homeland (Isa.
49:22-23). Israel will also be the focal pointla time of the return of Yeshua,
since He will return there to set up His kingdonil.gk the promises made to
national Israel in the Tanakh will then be liteydillfilled, again demonstrating
the faithfulness of the LORD God of Israel. Godl &tives the Jews and has a
promised future for ethnic Israel. This future @& fincidental” to the plan of God
but iscentral since both the “Old Testament” and the “New Tesat” writings
presuppose a glorious future for the Jewish people.
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6. The World to Come. In theolam habah(the world to come) we will all serve a
Jewish LORD and worship in a néd@rusalemThere the names of the twelve
tribes of Israel will be inscribed on the city ga{®ev. 21:12) and we will enjoy
communion with the patriarchs and heroes of thib f&ieb. 11).

7. Honoring God's Promises. God says He will bless those who bless Abraham
and curse those who curse him (Gen. 12:3). Thiesdatement is made
concerning Abraham'’s descendants (see Gen. 2&@3:29; 28:13-15). Thisis a
mysterious fact of Scripture that must be accepiefhith. Blessing Abraham
and his descendants honors the God of Abrahant,laad Jacob — the very
LORD whom Christians claim as their God and thé&abf the Jewish Messiah
Yeshua (Exod. 3:15). Moreover, we are commandégrty for the peace of
Jerusalem” (Psalm 122:6) and are told that we ginafiper if we do so.

God is faithful to Israel

The LORD has not cast off His original covenantgledsrael, and neither should we, if
we indeed are those who sincerely love the JewRD and Messiah! God’s
faithfulness to national Israel is a testimony af Fhithfulness to us, as followers of His
Son. Should God abandon Israel and the unconditmomises He made to Israel, what
makes you think He would not abandon the churchtl@gromises He has made to us?
I'll say it again: those who say that the LORD Gifdsrael has abandoned the Jewish
people are undermining the credibility of the Gdspessage itself!

How can I bless Israel?

An obvious way to help the Jewish people is to glea donation for the poorest of the
land. Perhaps you did not know that Israel has 80&6 of its population living under
the poverty level, including 720,000 children? Yaaun help “do it unto the least of these
my brethren” (Matt 25:40) by donating to Meir Panafood shelf in Israel, or to
Bridges for Peace, a Christian relief agency indkrFinally, supporting ministries (such
as Hebrew4Christians) thegspectfully and sensitivetgach out to the Jewish
community with the good news of the Messiah is adesful way to help meet the
spiritual needs of God’s original covenant people.
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"I will bless those who bless you, but the one who discounts you | will curse."

Blessing the Jewish People...
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"T will bless those who bless you,
but the one who discounts you I will curse." - Gen. 12:3
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